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ABSTRACT 

The paper identifies characteristics of gifted and 
talented children. A matrix is presented listiny gifted/ talented 
student characteristics crossed with possible information sources for 
determining giftedness (i.e., test data, performance data, and 
developmental data) . Appendix pages then provide details of various 
tests that are available to aid the identification process. In t>ie 
category of cognitive ability, tests listed include individual and 
group intelligence tests, aptitude tests, achievement tests, and 
creative and critical thinking skills tests. Affective data may be 
assessed through self-concept tests and personality tests. 
Psychomotor tests are also included. The appropriate age or grade 
level for each test is cited, and subtests of each test are 
noted. (JDD) 
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GIFTBD AMD/Ot TAURIED TARGET FOFUIATIOI 
AND IDBRIFICATIOH 



This title raises a number of important questions: 

• Who are the students ^o have needs for special program 
services because of their outstanding or superior 
talents and/or abilities? 

e How can m identify them and their special needs? 

# How can m use the identification process to begin 
planning and providing an individualized education 
for them? 



These questions are often Ignored in the identification process. 
Instead^ there Is often an unstated assumption tha*: the task in serving gifted 
and talented youth 1$ to find them» once and forever* and programs will be 
self-defining. 

However* the multi-talent conception of glftedness that modern educators 
embrace calls for differentiated programs for gifted and talents students. 
Glftedness as now conceived is not a single trait. Rather* there are a number 
of ways of belnf, gifted or talented* and within gifted individuals there may 
be a number of talents* skills* abilities* personality factors* interests* 
conceptions of self* attitudes* motivations* and energy factors that contri- 
bute to superior potential or glftedness. 

Thus Gifted children are: 

Those individuals identified by professionally qualified 
persons who by virtue of outstanding abilities are capable 
of high performance. These are children who require 
differentiated educational programs and services beyond 
those normally provided by the regular school program in 
order to realize their contribution to self and society. 

Children capable of high performance Include those with 
demonstrated achievement and/or potential ability in any 
of the following areas* singly or In combination. 

U General Intellectual ability 

2. Specific academic aptitude 

3. Creative or critical thinking 
A. Leadership ability 

5. Visual and performing arts 

6. Psychomotor ability 



Many Individuals » parents and school personnel among others » often seem 
to assume that giftedness is *'lnborn" and fixed forever and that what Is 
needed is to find the truly or really gifted child* Actually, giftedness is a 
set of abilities^ traits^ and characteristics that emerge through nurturance* 
Sone children get off to a head start and remain ahead. A few have spurts 
later and seem suddenly to become glfted« But above all the abilities and 
skills of the gifted have» for the most part» been learned. 

Procedures for identification should^ whenever possible » Involve multiple 
Inputs 9 but those inputs should bear a valid relationship to the types of 
giftedness being identified. Thus a language arts achievement test» a verbal 
IQ9 and a reading score may be valid identification scores for a program that 
seeks to identify and nurture verbal talents while these same scores would not 
be appropriate for identifying mathematical or artistic talent. Multiple 
Inputs also means that in addition to test scores » ratings of observed 
behavior or products should be considered » and chat such data should be 
secured not only from teachers but also from parents and potentially gifted 
youth themselves. Synthesizing data from the idenclfication process calls for 
Judgment. Numbers ^lone cannot determine a studenc'^s giftedness or special 
needs. Many schools have organized identlf icationrdif ferentlation committees 
to carry out the final process of selecting those youth who have superior 
talent and who need special program services. 

The purpose of this paper is to identify characteristics of gifted and 
talented children. With that In mind a number of standardized and non- 
standardized methods of Identifying and assessing these characteristics are 
offered. 

Table 1 below is a matrix of gifted and talented student characteristics 
crossed with possible information sources for determining giftedness (e.g. » 
test» performance, and developmental data). A "X" indicates that a possible 
measurement of a gifted and talented student characteristic can be obtained 
from the Information sources detailed across the top of the table. 
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As can be seen by a study of Table 1, there are a variety of 
standardt rest results, performance indicators^ and developmental 
Infonnatlon sources that may be accessed to secure d^ta for the 
identification process. 

The appendix pages that follow give some detail of the various tests 
that are available by test data type and the various subtes t/total test 
scores that are available to aid the identification process. An "X*' on 
these pages indicates that the particular test across froo this mark has 
a subtest/total test score with the name of the particular column. 

A table of contents to the appendix is given below: 



Cognitive Data 

Intelligence Tests (Individual) 6 

Intelllglence Tests (Group) ^ . . . 7 

Aptitude Tests 8 

Achievement Tests ...... 9 

Creative Thinking Skills Tests 10 

C^;:ical Thinking Skills Tests . . 11 

Affective Data 

Self-Concept Tests 12 

Personality Tests 13 

Other 

Psychomotor Tests 14 



Note to the Reader : The appended materials should provide a handy guide 
and resource for those interested in identifying students, redefining 
programs, and assessing the outcomes of gifted and talented programs. 
Thus this booklet serves as a ready reference to guide the process of 
individual assessment, participant screening and program evaluation 
functions related to gifted and/or talented Individuals. 
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The heading of Fine Art Includes neasuremencs of a atudent^'s psychonocor abilities with regards to visual 
performance. 

^he heading of Psychonotor Includes measurements of a student's athletic^ mechanical and early motor abilities. 



